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Instructions to Colonial Governors, as well as their Commissions of
Appointment, are examples of documents so executed* The term. Sign
Manual, is applied to the execution by signature of instruments which
require the Queen's own hand. Either the Seal of the Secretary of State
concerned or the counter-signature of such Secretary or other responsible
Minister is required.

The Great        (3) The Great Seal is employed for the issue of writs for parliamentary
Seal.             elections and to summon peers to sit in Parliament, for treaties, for Letters

Patent constituting the office of Governor of a Colony and making pro-
vision for the Government thereof and for all public instruments and
orders of State which relate to the whole Kingdom. It is brought into use
by a Warrant under the Sign Manual, signed by the Queen's own hand and
counter-signed either by the Lord Chancellor, a Secretary of State, or two
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, but in some cases it may be em-
ployed by order of the Lord Chancellor without previous authorisation
by Sign Manual Warrant: Great Seal Act, 1884, Proclamations may only
be issued by authority of the Crown under the Great Seal; no private per-
son may issue a proclamation. Proclamations are valid in law on publica-
tion in the London Gazette; they receive judicial notice and are of the same
validity as Acts of Parliament, though their lawful use is restricted to pre-
rogative acts and calling attention to provisions of existing law: Case of
Proclamations (1611).1

Letters Patent are used (inter alia) to constitute an office, to confer a
title, to appoint a Royal Commission enquiring into an important prob-
lem of the day and to provide for the government of a colony. They
must be distinguished from a Patent conferred by statutory authority
under the seal of the Patent Office, granting a monopoly of making, using
and selling an article of manufacture new within the realm to the first and
true inventor, a purely departmental matter under the Board of Trade*

Grants and Charters confer franchises, create corporations and grant
prerogative privileges, many of which are now regulated by statute,

APPOINTMENTS TO OFFICE,

The following are a few examples of the various ways in which ap-
pointments to office are effected;

Office.

Most appointments to office as Minis-
ters of Cabinet Rank,
Colonial Governor.

Lord President of the Council
Army Officer,
Naval Officer.

Civil Service Commissioners.

Mode of Appointment*
Delivery of Seals of Office,

Commission under Sign Manual and

Signet,

Declaration by the Sovereign,
Commission from the Sovereign,
Commission from Lords Commissioners

of the Admiralty,
Order in Council,
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